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Habitat for Humanity of Douglas County Celebrates 20th 
Anniversary
Over twenty years ago, the initial spark to create a local Habitat for 
Humanity was ignited. Dave Anderson, of Alexandria, held a meeting 
in the basement of First Lutheran Church, at which two other people 
attended. Inspired by the need for affordable housing in the community, 
volunteer engagement increased and the group worked diligently 
for more than a year to become a recognized 501 (c) 3 non-profit 
organization. On January 31, 1997, Habitat for Humanity of Douglas 
County, Minnesota was established.  

Looking back on Habitat Douglas County’s twenty years, it is inspiring 
to see how far the organization has come through the hard work of many. 
Habitat floor plans have been altered and energy efficiency standards 
have increased. The local Habitat office began as a mail cubby at First 
Lutheran and is now located in a beautiful building on North Nokomis. 
The Habitat ReStore launched in 2014 to help fund our programs, and 
provides a retail niche in the community. The number of families served 
each year has grown from one, to a current goal of seven. The faces 
of staff, board members, and volunteers have transitioned over time. 
While many pieces of the organization have transformed, the intangibles 
have remained steady: the heart of Habitat volunteers, the generosity 
of donors, the leadership of directors and committee members, and the 
ambition of homeowner families. 

Habitat for Humanity is a hand up. Homeowners who partner 
with Habitat put in hundreds of hours alongside volunteers on the 
construction site, take educational and budgeting courses, as well as 
pay an affordable mortgage. All Habitat homeowners have one thing in 
common; they want a better future for themselves and their families.

Habitat Douglas County feels blessed to have served over 60 families 
in the community, and aims to reach 93 by the year 2020. We know 
that when we build homes, we are also building strength, stability and 
independence. We also know that it took thousands of people stepping 
up to make 20 years possible, and are humbled by those who give their 
time and financial gifts generously. 

We are excited to continue this 20-year legacy! We are recruiting 
families, volunteers and business partnerships for the 2017 build 
season. To learn more about our programs, visit our website at www.
hfhdouglascounty.org, call us at 320-762-4255, or stop by our office at 
1211 N Nokomis NE in Alexandria.

Rural Arts and Culture Summit Helping small towns meet 
their fullest potential through the arts
by:  Michele Anderson - Springboard for the Arts) and Kelly Asche - Center for Small Towns)

Every rural community is different. 
But what every small town does have 
is artists – whether they are painters, 
musicians, writers, crafters or furniture 
makers—and many communities 
throughout the nation are tapping into 
this resource of creativity in order to 
strengthen local identity, attract and 
retain residents and businesses, and to 
be more inclusive and welcoming.
 
The 2017 Rural Arts and Culture 
Summit (June 6 – 8) is a biennial event 
that gathers nearly 400 rural artists, 
arts organizations and community 
and economic development leaders to 
learn from one another about the many 
ways the arts can help communities 
meet their fullest potential. Organized 
by Springboard for the Arts and the 
Center for Small Towns and funded by 
the McKnight Foundation, the Bush 
Foundation, and the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, the event is now nationally 
recognized - in 2015 the event attracted 

participants from 17 different states.
The goal of the RAC Summit is two-
fold: For community and economic 
development leaders, the Summit 
provides active conversations and 
learning to take the mystery out of how 
to hire and work with artists, and the 
economic and community impact might 
look like when artists get involved 
with public health, environment and 
agriculture, downtown improvement 
and more. Just as important, the RAC 
Summit brings together artists, funders, 
and service organizations to make sure 
artists and arts organizations have the 
resources they need to thrive in rural 
places, including how to write effective 
grant proposals to state and national 
funders, community engagement 
strategies and business planning.
 
A key focus of the 2017 RAC Summit 
will be on creating more inclusive 
communities through the arts. In a 
unique story circle and panel format, 

four national arts leaders (Dr. Anton 
Treuer, an Ojibwe scholar from Bemidji, 
Minnesota; Michael Strand, a potter 
and activist from Fargo, North Dakota; 
Meredith Martin Moats, a folklorist 
and founder of the McElroy House 
in Dardanelle, Arkansas; and Carlton 
Turner, founder of Alternate Roots 
from Utica, Mississippi) will facilitate 
conversations with Summit participants 
and then share tangible ideas of how 
artists, arts organizations can work 
together to bridge conversations across 
differences.
 
The best part about the Summit is 
that the community and economic 
development leaders and artists who 
attend usually realize they have more 
in common than they ever realized. 
Don’t miss this fun and informative 
event that is happening right in our 
region – it just might be where your 
creativity is sparked in how to make 
your community the best it can be.

Details at a glance:
Rural Arts and Culture Summit

June 6 – 8, 2017
University of Minnesota, Morris

 
Registration and other info: www.racsummit.org

Early bird deadline to register: April 19th

Registration fees: $70 - $125
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